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MAYOR’S ADVISORY GROUP 
JUNE 20, 2006 

 
MINUTES 

 
Members Present      Members Absent 
 
Joseph Donaldson      Tara Green  
Gene Westerhaus      Judy Boyer - Excused  
Joanne Keene       Julie Pastrick - Excused 
Lee Treece       Grover Decker 
Robert Magnuson        
Nat White         
Mitch Strohman         
Renee Fauset 
David Camacho 
Coral Evans 
Karl Baumgartner 
Dana Russell   
            
Staff  – Guests – Visitors Present 
 
Dave Wilcox, City Manager 
Jac Heiss – Superintendent of CAVIAT 
Doug Allen – Vocational Education Director 
Laura Parker 
 
Mitch Strohman called the meeting to order at 6:53 a.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes.  A motion was made by Gene Westerhaus to approve the minutes from the 
May 16, 2006 meeting.  Motion seconded by Nat White.   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mitch welcomed the group and turned introduced the topic of discussion:  CAVIAT Program. 
 
Lee Treece gave an update regarding the upcoming bond issue – comments that little or no 
impact regarding the school bond – have held seven meetings with more to be scheduled.  Trying 
to bring schools up to where they need to be, i.e., plumbing, wiring, etc., there will be more 
publicity coming soon—still working on the bond amount, but information has been presented to 
public.  Discussion was held on information – Mitch suggested moving on to the CAVIAT 
program. 
 
Lee Treece introduced Jac Heiss, Superintendent of CAVIAT for a presentation on the CAVIAT 
program.  Mr. Heiss said he wanted to speak on the potential of this program—will be working 
closely with the Community college so that students in high school can earn an associates degree 
before actually graduating from high school.  Dr. Jordan at CCC very supportive of this program.  
HB2700 – Joint Technology – Industry standard certification – CTE certified.  Students will be 
certified by testing, i.e., CAN.  This program hopes to be expanded to other levels, welding, 
manufacturing, etc.  Will enable a workforce that is ready to go to work after graduating.  
Interested in getting internships with some local agencies to help place students.  Have met with 
teachers that are teaching these CTE classes—have had businesses contact to find students to 
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work.  Questions and discussion was held on the information presented.  Mr. Heiss turned time 
over to Doug Allen, Vocational Education Director. 
 
Mr. Allen gave an introduction of the program – joint technical district formed about 12 years 
ago.  Dr. Crandall saw model of how to fund programs—began in Phoenix, Mesa, and 
Scottsdale.  In these cities, high school students are bussed to JTED programs.  CAVIAT was 
formed in Coconino County to address needs of students in this area.  Attempting to bring in 
workforce development—other schools were allowed to join district if their boundaries bordered 
another school.  Went to service organizations around town—was voted in at 64% - a minimal 
tax.  State funding was also provided at the time—state later put the brakes on the program.  Job 
to give students well rounded education.  Businesses have a desire to have a workforce in 
Flagstaff. 
 
Some issues with getting instructors for the program—cannot keep nursing instructors due to no 
instructors.  Have since partnered with the Peaks to get CNA’s  certified.  Need to have more 
business people partner with CAVIAT to provide instruction for students, which will result in 
workers for businesses. 
 
Discussion and questions were held on the information presented. 
 
Mr. Heiss indicated that he was willing to speak to listen in other community meetings regarding 
the CAVIAT program.  Contact information for Jac Heiss, Coconino Association for Vocations, 
Industry & Technology, jacheiss@hotmail.com, 520 S. 11th St., Williams, AZ (928) 814-3663. 
 
Mitch thanked Mr. Heiss and Mr. Allen for their time and presentation. 
 
Upcoming Meeting Topics: 
 
Discussion was held on possible topics to discuss at next meeting.  Decision made to have the 
Coconino Community College as the discussion topic for the July 18, 2006 meeting. Nat will 
follow up regarding speakers.  Nat will chair the meeting in Mitch’s absence. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 am. 
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